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2022 MARKS 

2 DECADES 
PREPARING THE NEXT 
GENERATION TO LEAD  
FOR THE COMMON GOOD

The McCarthy Center 
celebrates two decades 
of educating hundreds of 
future leaders who have  
the abilities, the values,  
and the commitment to 
make a positive impact, 
grounded in community-
engaged learning 
experiences.

81,000 
HOURS COMMUNITY- 
ENGAGED LEARNING

It’s been an incredible year, and while we’ve seen 
many challenges in returning to campus in full force, 
I’m almost sad to see it go, but 2022–23 promises to 
be even greater. We’ve finished this past academic 
year on a strong note and are poised to post an even 
stronger track record ahead. I continue to pinch 
myself each day and I am so thankful for all that my 
team has done and continues to do for the Center. 
I feel so fortunate to lead the Center, and it’s an 
absolute honor to work alongside my USF family.

Here at the Leo T. McCarthy Center, we continue to 
work in conjunction with the community we serve.  
The Center is a beacon of hope and the shining example  
at USF of preparing young leaders for public service 
and the common good. We continue to increase our 
impact with our students, create new partnerships,  
and collaborate with USF departments across campus  
to deliver extraordinary programming. In the coming 
year, we will continue to crush it and take things to  
the next level. 

Sincerely,

DERICK BROWN 
Senior Director, Leo T. McCarthy Center

MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR 

DIRECTOR

The McCarthy Center 
is my dad's ongoing 
legacy of service.  
It is here where 
students learn to 
create social and 
economic structures 
that respect and 
incorporate the  
needs of all people.

CONNA McCARTHY



COMMUNITY-ENGAGED 

LEARNING
The McCarthy Center continues to refine and enhance its community-engaged 
learning (CEL) programs and services with core values of solidarity, social 
justice, equity, and civic engagement. Since our inception, we have committed 
to fostering and sustaining community partnerships that honor community 
wisdom holders as co-educators, affirm underserved communities, and  
provide opportunities for our students and faculty work as apprentices  
and accomplices alongside folks leading positive community change. 

GROWING COMMUNITY 
EMPOWERMENT: ACTIVISTS  
FROM THE GROUND UP
In 2021–2022, the Community 
Empowerment Activists (CEA) program 
completed its third year, engaging 
18 students from diverse walks of life 
and academic pathways. Utilizing a 
transformative justice lens in class, 
we analyze systems of oppression and 
movements of resistance.. Through 
their CEA internships, students study, 
practice, and apply skills in mobilizing, 
base building, and grassroots organizing. 
We have nine host organizations for the 
yearlong CEL internships; grassroots 

As I progress into my 
academic career and 
eventually graduate from 
college, the practical and 
essential skills I learned, 
from my internship from 
collaboration to making 
personal connections,  
will stay with me.

SOFIA SANCHEZ ‘22,  POLITICAL SCIENCE 
AND GOVERNMENT,  LEGAL STUDIES, 
McCARTHY FELLOW AT THE SAN FRANCISCO 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

organizations that are on the frontline of movement work  
fighting injustice in the Bay Area. The revolution is love remains  
the core of our program — honoring it is radical self-love,  
love for the oppressed, and love for each other as we build in 
kinship that drives and sustains our hope to fight and believe in 
a reimagined, just world. CEAs utilze scholarly activist research 
and arts together with what they gain spiritually, intellectually and 
physically to develop their year-end project. This year culminated 
in, "Reimagining a Just World: Our Pathway to Transformative 
Justice and Calls to Action" at a CEA block party.

McCARTHY FELLOWS IN SAN FRANCISCO  
LEARN TO CHAMPION EQUITY IN CITY HALL
Based on USF in D.C. and McCarthy Fellows in Sacramento, 
this program guides students to career possibilities in local 
government by studying San Francisco's political economy  

and culture through a practicum in a government office and an 
academic seminar on the history and workings of the City and 
County of San Francisco. Rigorous academic content, guest 
speakers, special events and field trips, structured reflection 
activities, and 15 hours per week in a fellowship placement 
provide a uniquely rich educational and professional development 
experience. The semester-long experience emphasizes 
relationships between government, business, philanthropy,  
nonprofit organizations, and community organizing. 

100+ 
COMMUNITY  
PARTNERS SERVED

2,700
STUDENTS ENROLLED  
IN CEL COURSEWORK



USFVOTES
BEING ACTIVE PARTICIPANTS IS OUR MOST BASIC RESPONSIBILITY
There’s no such thing as an off election year. Beginning in 2017, making every student a 
voter has been the goal of USFVotes, the Leo T. McCarthy Center’s initiative to register 
all eligible students, educate them about issues and candidates, and turn out voters at 
elections. We believe it is imperative that diverse voices are heard and represented in  
the halls of power. Through USFVotes, we organize strategically to integrate, execute,  
and institutionalize voter engagement on campus so that all of our students who step  
foot at our university are civically engaged. 

This past election season saw a state primary, special elections, and three new polling 
places on campus to make sure that existing barriers for the USF community were 
addressed. USFVotes provided a post-election toolkit for faculty and students; developed 
accessible ballot guides; trained new volunteers to help register voters; and worked with  
local partners to engage the community. 

LOOKING FORWARD
Achieve our goal for the 2022 midterm election to improve the USF voting rate to 75%  
from the previous 2018 midterm at 48.1%.

EQUITY 

INTERNS
Now entering its second year, the Equity Interns pilot program —  
created to help eliminate academic summer learning loss and  
COVID-19 related slide in K–8 students — moved its cohort  
of students from a virtual to an in-person six-week internship  
with the goal of developing the next generation of educators  
and policymakers who are committed and prepared to address  
the social justice challenges of our times.

This innovative program brings together service-minded 
college-age students and K–8 public school youth through 
a partnership among the University of Delaware’s Biden 
Institute, the University of San Francisco’s Leo T. McCarthy 
Center, and the YMCA of San Francisco. 

This summer, 13 students spent six weeks in person  
committing full-time internship hours supporting the YMCA of  
San Francisco’s Power Scholars Academy at three elementary 
schools. The Equity Interns concentrated on enhancing young 
students’ math, literacy, and overall social-emotional development 
while engaging children in one-on-one relationship building.

3,863 
REGISTERED VOTERS

3 
ON-CAMPUS  
POLLING PLACES

62 
VOTE EVERYWHERE  
STUDENT AMBASSADORS

This has also been a great opportunity to 
learn and engage with like-minded students 
from the other side of the country who 
are also committed to transforming and 
improving education policy.

PRIANA AQUINO ‘22, BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
A N D  M A N AG E M E N T,  2 022  EQ U I T Y  I N T E R N



Founded in 2014 as a place-based initiative (PBI),1 Engage 
San Francisco (ESF) has always held the productive tensions  
of meeting The Fillmore District's community-identified needs 
with humility while supporting the mission and vision of USF’s 
teaching and research agenda. 

Our work falls within three large, interdisciplinary buckets: 
•	 to uplift African American histories and knowledge

•	 to foster learning, college access, and literacy

•	 to build partnership capacity

This past year, we have had new opportunities to realize our 
vision with faculty, staff, community-based organizations,  
and community members. 

COMMUNITY RESEARCH COLLABORATIVE
Rise for Racial Justice from USF’s School of Education 

partnered with the Collective Impact and the McCarthy  
Center in 2021–2022. Dr. Colette Cann, professor and 
associate dean in the School of Education, the primary  
liaison and a co-facilitator for the program, offered to  
Black San Franciscans increased community capacity  
to conduct research in and with communities. 

Under this initiative, Rise offered three courses to Black  
San Franciscans interested in learning how to research  
issues in their communities: 1) race theory and critical 
terminology; 2) critical race theory; and 3) community  
activist research. Community participants met weekly  
for six weeks and completed homework and discussion.  
The 13 students who created fully developed research 
proposals will be invited to receive instruction from  
Rise mentor and USF alum, Dr. Heather Streets this  
year as they conduct their research.

CHANGEMAKERS CELEBRATION
In 2022, we celebrated the third anniversary of the publication of Changemakers: 
Biographies of African Americans Who Made a Difference. The Changemakers  
book and website showcase 95 African Americans on the five exterior “Inspiration” 
murals of the Ella Hill Hutch Community Center. Researched, written, and edited by 
the University’s Martin-Baro Scholars and Esther Madriz Diversity Scholars from 
2015–2019, the book has been updated and reprinted and is now available in  

SFUSD classrooms and throughout the San Francisco Public Library system.

REBUILDING AND RECENTERING ENGAGE LITERACY
In fall 2021, after a year and a half of working online and sustaining online  
tutoring during the pandemic, our program and relationships needed attention, 
connection, and nurturing. A core goal in this past school year was to rebuild  
our connection to the Western Addition and to each other. By spring 2022,  
we were officially back working in person, educating the neighborhood’s  
children at all five of our partner sites.

ENGAGE

SAN FRANCISCO

Everything I learned 
through ESF helped 
me be a conscientious, 
selfless, mindful, and 
reflective member of that 
community, and working 
with the kids and the 
program supervisors 
made me an overall more 
compassionate, caring, 
and involved tutor.

CALLIE FAUSEY ‘22,  MEDIA 
STUDIES,  ENGAGE SAN 
FRANCISCO LITERACY TUTOR 

52
STUDENT TUTORS EMPLOYED

405 
CHILDREN REACHED

1Yamamura and Koth (2018) define a place-based initiative as “a  
long-term university-wide commitment to partner with local residents, 
organizations, and other leaders to focus equally on campus and 
community impact within a clearly defined geographic area." 



2021–2022 

DONORS
WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF OUR FUNDERS AND DONORS.

Michael Ackrell
Bruce Agid
The Hon. Art Agnos & Sherry Agnos
Isma Ahmed
Vikrum Aiyer
Dale Allen & Sharon  
McCarthy Allen
Kevin Allen & Jamie Baker
Jamie Allison
Anne & Carlos Alvarez
Mary Murray Autry
Robert Bain
Pamela Balls-Organista  
& Kurt Organista
Alexis Banks
John Bardis
Bernadette Barker-Plummer
Carmen Madriz-Barnes  
& Kenneth Barnes
Jude Barry
Barbara Bechelli
Cynthia & Rob Birmingham
Gregory & Cheryl Blaine
Marielle & Blake Bos
Mary Anne Brady
Robert Bromfield
Phil Bronstein & Christine  
Borders Bronstein
Derick & Tracie Brown
Andrea Bruss & Judson True
Tami Bryant
Mark Buell & Susie Tompkins Buell
Betsy Butler & James Butler
Jo Ann & John Cahill
Lynne & Thomas Callen
Pablo Cardenas
Eva Marie Carney
Kathleen Carter & Ann Magovern
Sybil Carter-Love
William Cartwright
Rosanna Castain
Yoyo Chan
Dimitri Charalambous
Simon Chiu
Natalie Cirgliano
Claudio Chiuchiarelli &  
Joanette Figone-Chiuchiarelli
Lydia Chung
Judith Cohen & Malcolm Gissen
Marc Colelli
Kathleen Coll
Victor Colunga
Corey Cook & Yvette Mere-Cook
Joseph Cotchett
Karin Cotterman
Andrew Currier
Ricky & Lynne Curotto
Sheryl Evans Davis
Lester Deanes
Mary McAboy Del Santo
Jennielyn Dino Rossi & Jaime Rossi
The Hon. Robert Dondero  
& Elizabeth Dondero
John & Marie Duggan

John & Julie Duggan
Carolina Echeverria
Amy Ellison
Scott Emblidge
Barbara & Douglas Engmann
The Hon. Judith Epstein  
& Joseph Epstein
The Hon. Anna Eshoo
Andrea Evans
Elizabeth Farmer
Casey Farmer & Galen Wilson
Serra Falk Goldman  
& Pietro Bonanno
Fati Farmfarmanfaian
Paul J. Fitzgerald, S.J.
Angela Fleekop
Christopher Foley
Costanza Foran
Donald Fowler
George Fuller
Fr. Charles Gagan
Papia Gambelin
Alicia Gamez & Alasdair Clements
Jonathan Greenberg
Joshua Gamson
Chuck & Nancy Geschke
David Ghirarduzzi &  
Mary Wardell Ghirarduzzi
Louis & Suzanne Giraudo
Alexis Grab & Erika White
Linda Grimes
Elizabeth Gunerarne
Susan Haag
Lisa & Robert Harris
Richard Harris
Candice Harrison
Ed Harrington
Joanne Hayes-White
Shea Hazarian
Taylor Imani Heath
Sharon Heinrich
Donald Heller & Anne Simon
Joan & Alan Henricks
David Holquin
Holly Hogan & Thomas Holmes
Steve & Janice Hopcraft
Nicole Howell
Elaine Ikeda
Matthew Jackson & Elena Duggan
Lucha Jaquez
Eric Jaye & Jeannene Przblyski
Jennifer Johnston &  
The Hon. Sean Elsbernd
William Jordan III & Trisha Jordan
Robert Edward Just
Rafal & Michelle Kania
Terry Karl
Steven Kay
Wilma Kay
Lorcan Kearney
Michael Kelly
Elizabeth Kersten
Kouslaa Kessler-Mata

Courtney & Doug Kilroy
The Hon. Donald King  
& Virginia King
The Hon. Quentin Kopp & Mara Kopp
Susan Koret
Sister Carolyn Marie Krohn
Patricia & Donald Kuchta
Paul & Teresa Lahaderne
Denise Lapointe
Melinda Lawlor Skrade
Patricia & John Lee
Roddrick Lee
Michael Lenert
Mary Leslie
George Lippi
Ken Lomba
Leslie Lombre & Lonnie Odom
Lois Lorentzen
Lawrence & Goretti Lui
Lars & Mary Lund
Melanie Stoff Maier
John Francis Mallen
Antoinette Malveaux
Helen Maniates
Deborah Mann
Sarah Marino
Lauren Markewitz
Maura Markus
Aundraya Martinez
Enyolli Martinez
Irene Matijas
Theodore Matula
Adam & Heather McCarthy
Conna McCarthy &  
Peter Craigie
Jacqueline Burke McCarthy
Niall & Yvonne McCarthy
Lindsey McClenahan
Britta Kristine McClure
Rebecca McDowell
Piper McGinley
John McLean
Nancy & Joseph McMonigle
Paul Melbostad
Ann Gray Miller
Cristen Miller
Melissa Millsaps
Noriko Milman
Juliana Molina
Mark & Erikka Molumphy
John & Arlette Monfredini
Alexandra Morgan
Destiny Muhammad
Joanne Murphy
Joey Nevin
John & Claudette Nicolai
Carl & Darlene Nolte
Nolizwe Nondabula
Elizabeth O’Callahan
Teri & Jim O'Callaghan
Brittany Ong
Chinyere Oparah
Elizabeth Quintero Osuna

Michael & Doria Paganini
Gail Papa
Barbara Paschke  
& David Volpendesta
Michael & Evelyn Pasqua
Scott Patterson
Rabbi Stephen Pearce  
& Laurie Pearce
Evelyn Fernandez Pedraza
Alfredo Pedroza & Wayne Bautista
The Hon. Nancy Pelosi & Paul Pelosi
Carlos Perez
Gladys Perez
Stephen Pezzola
Ed Pierce
Mary Powell & Patric Powell
Nicole Raeburn
Denis & Linda Ragan
Jennifer Ratliff
Clint & Janet Reilly
Erika Reyes
Julian Rhoads
Lorie & Baxter Rice
Kimberly Richman
Will Rogers
Evelyn Rodriguez & Tenoch Flores
Perla Rodriguez
Ronald & Karen Rose
Nina Russo
Ira Sachnoff
Shelly Saini
James & Geraldine Sangiacomo
Peter Sawaya
Anthony & Lorraine Scott
Stephanie Sears
David Sebeck
Rita Semel
Scott Shafer
Lionel Shaw
Suzie Sheedy
Cara Sheean & Dan Dillion
Hwa-Ji Shin
Margaret & Brent Simor
Lawrence Simi & Janet Rogers
Robert Smith III & Joanne Smith
Barbara Sobel & Jonathan Rubens
Richard Spohn & Katherine Ramage
Roselyne Swig
Timothy & Anna Szarnicki
Conchita Tabora
Dominic Tarantino
Matilda Tavares
Rosa Terrazas
Barry Thornton
Virginia Tomasian  
& Leroy Ellinghouse
Ted Toppin
Keena Turner
Jamie Umanzor
Miriam Uribe Martinez
Peter Ver Halen
Sam Vitkoski
Dan & Regina Waldman

Jason Warburg
Phillip Warren
Richard & Mary Warren
Michael Webber
Mike Wittenwyler
Carolyn & Stanley Wiener
Peter & Victoria Wijsman
Diane Wilsey
Andrea Wise
Catherine & Tobias Wolff
Xiaohua Yang
Mona Lisa Yuchengco  
& Lloyd LaCuesta
Stephen Zavestoski

FOUNDATIONS & CORPORATIONS
Alexander (Zander)  
Urban Endowed Fund
Alioto Law Firm
Andrew Goodman Foundation
Bank of America Foundation
Betty L. Blakley Endowed Scholarship
Bill and Trisha Jordan  
Scholarship Fund
Boys and Girls Club of San Francisco
Burmese Kitchen
California Women's Law Center
Charles Schwab & Company Inc.
Coblentz, Patch, Duffy & Bass LLP
CommonSpirit Health Foundation
Congregation Emanu-El
CORO NorCal
Cotchett Pitre & McCarthy LLP
Craig Newmark Philanthropies
De La Salle High School
Goldman Sachs Matching  
Gift Program
Golden State Warriors
The Heritage Trust Foundation
Jesuit Foundation
Lam Huynh Group LLC
Moreau High School
New Deal Advisors
Nossaman LLP
Richard W. Goldman  
Memorial Endowment Fund
Robert M. Holstein  
Jr. Endowed Scholarship
Sacred Heart Cathedral 
Preparatory
St. Anthony’s Foundation
Salesian College Preparatory 
High School
San Francisco Giants Enterprises
San Francisco Goodwill
Steve Padis Jewelry Plus Enterprises
Students Learn Students  
Vote Coalition
Taube Philanthropies
Tishman Speyer
USF Development Division
Walter and Elise Haas Fund
YMCA of San Francisco
Young Community Developers

2021–2022 

FINANCIALS
REVENUES

  Gifts, grants, and contributions
  Endowment
  Undergraduate programs

  McCarthy Center operations
  Engage San Francisco
  McCarthy Fellows
  USF in D.C.
  Other restricted activity

EXPENDITURES

70%

59%

2%

11%

13%

15%

15%

15%



SUPPORT THE NEXT GENERATION OF ETHICAL LEADERS
www.usfca.edu/mccarthy/about/donate

USF_LTMC

facebook.com/mccarthycenterusfca

@iammccarthycenter

McCarthy Center

2130 Fulton Street 
San Francisco, CA 94117-1080

Email: mccarthycenter@usfca.edu 
Telephone: (415) 422-5662

JOIN THE CONVERSATION 
Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram,  
and Flickr
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