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MISSION STATEMENT OF THE
UNIVERSITY OF SAN FRANCISCO

MISSION

Since 1855, the University of San Francisco has dedicated itself to offering a daring and dynamic liberal
arts education in the Jesuit, Catholic tradition. As a community, we empower and hold accountable
our students, faculty, librarians, staff, administrators, alumni, and community partners to be persons
for and with others, to care for our common home, including the native lands on which our campuses
reside, and to promote the common good by critically, thoughtfully, and innovatively addressing
inequities to create a more humane and just world.

We seek to live USF's Mission by nurturing a diverse, ever-expanding community where persons of
all races and ethnicities, religions, sexual orientations, genders, generations, abilities, nationalities,
occupations, and socioeconomic backgrounds are honored and accompanied. We are committed to
educating hearts and minds to cultivate the full, integral development of each person and all persons;
pursuing learning as a lifelong humanizing and liberating social activity; and advancing excellence as
the standard for teaching, scholarship, creative expression, and service. Inspired by a faith that does
justice, we strive to humbly and responsibly engage with, and contribute to, the cultural, intellectual,
economic and spiritual gifts and talents of the San Francisco Bay Area and the global communities

to which we belong.

Approved by the Board of Trustees, September 24, 2021.



167th Annual Commencement Exercises

UNIVERSITY OF SAN FRANCISCO

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

DECEMBER 12, 2025, 6:00 P.M.

Today, the University welcomes you — the graduates and candidates
of the class of 2025 — into the ranks of the proud alumni of the

University of San Francisco.

We also welcome your families and friends to the celebration, mindful
and appreciative of their contribution to your achievement, through

their support, sacrifice, and encouragement.

The University of San Francisco has made every attempt to include in this program all persons deserving

of recognition. If there have been any errors or omissions, please accept our sincerest apologies.
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LEADERSHIP TEAM
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and Chief Innovation Officer

Jayme Burke, M.A.
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General Counsel
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Julie Orio, M.Ed.

Vice President, Operations

Rebecca Hong, Ed.D.
Vice Provost, Student Success, Inclusive Excellence,
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Anastasia Vrachnos, M.S.
Vice Provost, Global Education, Immersions and
Strategic Initiatives

Shawn P. Calhoun, M.L.1.S., Ed.D.
Dean, University Library

Otgontsetseg Erhemjamts, Ph.D.
Dean, School of Management

Eileen K. Fry-Bowers, Ph.D., JD, RN, CPNP-PC, FAAN
Dean, School of Nursing and Health Professions
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Dean, School of Law

University Administration
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Dean, School of Education
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Dean, College of Arts and Sciences
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Internal Audit, and Payroll Services

Desmond P. Dair, C.P.A.
Associate Vice President, Accounting and Business Services

Lester Deanes, M.A.
Associate Vice President, Student Life and Dean of Students

David Kirmse, M.B.A.
Associate Vice President and Director, Educational
Technology Services, Information Technology Services

Stacy Lewis, MAcc, C.P.A.

Associate Vice President, Finance and Treasury

JJ Thorp, Ed.D.
Associate Vice President, Facilities Management

Srini Navaneethan, P.M.P.
Associate Vice President and Director,
Application Services, Information Technology Services

Diane L. Nelson
Associate Vice President, Human Resources

David J. Philpott, M.P.A.
Associate Vice President, Labor and Employee Relations
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Patrick J. Lee, S.J., Ed.D.
Rector, Loyola House Jesuit Community

Angélica Nohemi Quifiénez, Ed.D.
Director, University Ministry

Stephanie Shrieve-Hawkins, Ed.D.
Interim Director, Athletics
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Program

ORDER OF CEREMONY

Procession

The University Mace

The Flags of the University

The University Commencement Marshals

The Class of 2025

The Faculty of the College

The Academic Directors of the College

The Alumni Board of Governors

The Deans of the College

The University Leadership Team

The Members of the University Board
of Trustees

The Commencement Speaker

The President of the University

Prelude Processional

Baroque Ceremonial Music
“"Pomp and Circumstance” by Sir Edward Elgar

Master of Ceremonies

Eileen Chia-Ching Fung
Provost and Vice President, Academic Affairs

National Anthem

Mika Antonio Gorospe
Candidate, Bachelor of Science in Biology
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Invocation

Rev. Dénal Godfrey, S.J.
University Chaplain

Official Opening of the Ceremony

Member, Board of Trustees

Undergraduate Student Speaker

Dhimta Chowdhary
Candidate, Bachelor of Arts in History

Graduate Student Speaker

Jenniffer Alexandra Frye-Newman
Candidate, Master of Arts in Museum Studies

Presentation of the
Commencement Speaker

Eileen Chia-Ching Fung
Provost and Vice President, Academic Affairs

Commencement Address

Daniel Lurie
Mayor of the City and County of San Francisco



Presentation of Candidates
for Undergraduate Degrees

Jeffrey Paris
Dean of the College

and

Rev. Matthew Motyka, S.J.
Associate Professor and Co-Chair,
Department of Languages, Literatures, and Cultures

Formal Conferral of
Undergraduate Degrees

Salvador D. Aceves
President of the University

Presentation of Candidates
for Graduate Degrees

Jeffrey Paris
Dean of the College
and

Osasere M. Evbuomwan
Associate Dean of Sciences and Engineering

Program

Formal Conferral of
Graduate Degrees

Salvador D. Aceves
President of the University

Salutation to the Graduates

Salvador D. Aceves
President of the University

Benediction

Rev. Dénal Godfrey, S.J.
University Chaplain

Recessional

“Crown Imperial” by Sir William Walton
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2025 Arts and Sciences Candidates

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Advertising

Brenda Hoipeng Chan
Jewel Lydia Devora
Aurelia Aubreylynn Manuel

Architecture

Emilia Louise Bretafia*

Bianca Maria Santa Maria Cantos*
Ashly Gisselle Godinez-Castellanos*
Taeber Hendrix**

Maisie Dunnbhill Jackson

Akriti Karki**

Mallory Ortiz Rodriguez

Blanca Perla Perez Chagoya

Jaden Allan Serrano-Candelaria
Szymon Mariusz Soliwoda

Sophia Maye Stallworth

Regan Marie Wolff*

Art History & Museum Studies

Brooke Rachel Bethune*
Nathan Claude Ganguin*
Natalie Roberts Thorpe

Asian Studies

Jorja Michelle Burbano
Shuai Rong

* kK
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Communication Studies

Sewit Weldezghi Andy
Joshua Don Gines Bascos
Courtney Marie Blomquist
Renni-Natalya DiArianna Collins
Lia Isabela Hernandez

Daniella Freya Jarratt**

Wendy Yingzi Lei**

Kylie McCormick McKenzie
Alejandra Picos**

Dionicio Ramirez

Paige Elizabeth Reitz*

Dillen Sydney Sampson**

Kate Alia Steinert

William Edmond Sullivan

Yu Yan Tan***

Chloe Kaitlyn Tong

Loren Weigand

* kK

Critical Diversity Studies

Malia Keiko Hansen**

Design

Grace Anna Louise Copeland
Kennedy Elizabeth Kaas**
Frances Elizabeth Lynch
Sofia Ann Momo**

Phoebe Penelope Racz*

Yen Ky To

Jasmine Williams



2025 Arts and Sciences Candidates

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES
BACHELOR OF ARTS

Education: Liberal Studies Media Studies

* Kk

Cristal Angelic Ellis
Kathleen Franco Rotap
Annabelle Jay Stephens*

* KK

English

* kK

Angela A. Hwang
Peyton Laurel Phillips

Elizabeth Lucia Minh-Thu Strout*
|***

Jazmine Chanel Villarrea
Audrey E. Watson

Environmental Studies

Sufa Nafez Abdelkader**
Murphy John Boksanski*
Holly Elizabeth George**
Odelia Rinat Jesselson
Clarissa Joy Navarrete*

Fine Arts

Leila Ryann Major*
Ella Rose Nowinski*
Selena Zhu

History

Dhimta Chowdhary***
Jackson Sage Gabriel DuPont
Derek J. Y. Fang

Bryce Douglas Rosenau

International Studies

Mariha Bukhari

Jorja Michelle Burbano
Evan Henry Gonzalez*
Jonah Louis Schafer***

*kk

Elijah Reyes Casilang
Michelle Daher Yaacoub***
Serena Calise Finney***
Monique Muck Martini***
Lucus Solomon Ostroff
Dominic Tintin Tran

Performing Arts and
Social Justice

Malkia Monet Duncan

Philosophy

*kk

Ryan Fahimi
Johannah O. Ferrer

Kylie Isabella Guzman Velasquez
Mitalia Kiswani

Fernanda Santillan-Sandoval

Politics

* Kk

Claire Renee Correia
Maxwell Ayiko Edmonds-Drati
Gabriella Nichole Fulton*
Lucia Morgan Gifford-Groves
Cecelia Kay Marcial Hatfield*
Amora Aniba Isonguyo

Ava Lorraine Martino*
Shannon Moleigh McClelland
Sawyer Borja Mills**
Arianna Janelle Pena
Leonardo Perez Quintana
Eliza Reese Bibay Quetingco*
Isabela Cruzita Sandoval-Duran
Larry Darnell Wesley I11*

* kK

* kK

* kK

COMMENCEMENT 2025| 6



2025 Arts and Sciences Candidates

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Psychology

Kelly Alexandra Aguilar
Alexandra Arslanova
Samantha Vanessa Avila Griffin
Olivia Lauren Berlingerio*
Grace Catherine Boucher*
Camille Adella Chiang

Maya Ela Civi

Ana Isabella de la Lama**

Francelle Anne Montenegro Deray*

Nyla Emelyn Garcia**
Mason Gollotto***

Olivia Frances Hershman
Elizabeth Anne Hough*
Aaron Victor Ignacio-Devera
Fermarlane Iso

Allison Katherine Joseph
Catherine Weili Klenske*
Isabel Knight***

Kassandra Milena Kozak
Nina Camille Mauro
Denice Arielle Mendoza
Yasmine Fadila Merzouk
Vasilisa Mullin

Jasmin Padilla Brisefio
Jocelyn Pang*

Emily Xitlaly Parra
Danna Elizabeth Parraga
Natalia Paulik-Mendoza**
Raychelle Ann Rebosura Castillo*

* kK

* kK
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Psychology (continued)

Cassandra Jade Rivera
Bailey Andrew Rosengren
Desrie M. Russell*
Sandra Ebeid Francis Safein**
Tori Lee Sallade*

Dylan Hunter Scott**

Piper Rose Sparano*

Jake Jean-Young Suh

Victoria Alexa P. Swanson*
vy Angela Tandoc

Nathaniel Sabine Tesler
Avery Tuso

Fania Marie Villarreal**

* kK

Sociology

|***

Rya Jean Amaso
Xochitl Izel Andrade*

Natalie Noemi Campos
Alexandra Catherine Damonte
Sofia Reyes De Belles

Sarah Di Savino*

Julia Marie Valentine Hill

Ella Xiao Maurer*

Monae Tyaja Morris

Julia Elizabeth Olsen***
Nathan Carreon Po

Rachel Rayon**

Mone Shimogawara

Ana Julia Zurcher***



2025 Arts and Sciences Candidates

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Biology

* kK

Jack Devon Akmakjian
Maria Clara Berni Fernandes*
Anthony Ebro Chan**

Ivan Luis Chavarin

Cailyn Mae Clarke**

DaAujana Philomina Florence
Joshua John Guerrero Gorospe**
Mika Antonio Gorospe
Madeline Isabelle Gregor
Tanusri Gudavalli***
Emma Bee Johanna Laushine
McKenna Melody Masterenko**
Nicole Micheel Ozuna Resendiz*
Paige Sydney Robinson

Valerie Zoila Sandino-Murphy**
Elysia Ruth Teruya

Serina Hayley Y. Ungco

Abigail Elaine Wadas*
Alexandria Jeanell Wolfe

* kK

Chemistry

Natalee Breann Bueno*
Amber Qn Le***

Jasmine Janelle Pascual Lim
Clarissa Nicole Molina-Rodriguez
Valerie Zoila Sandino-Murphy**

*kk

*k K

Computer Science

Raekwon Deon Adams

Matias Francisco Angel Agado
Lucas Brayden Brodsky*
Christopher Brower*
Logan Donald Bruce*
Steven Buks*

Michael Byers

Carmen Angelese Carter
Andrew Julian Catoiu*
Demetrius Chatterjee*
Carlos G. Crespo Guevara
Jade Ryleigh Custer
Ryan Fahimi***
Zechang He

Allen Ho

Aryian Chantae Jones
Rebecca Leighann Little
Maxx Muramoto
Atang Thabiso Nkoane
Smrithi Panuganti*
Pratha Jitendra Patil***
Joon Sung Park

Colin Tuan Pham**
Evana Pradhan
Evelyn Rosales*
Chandana Srinivas
Arya Srivastava***
Hady Tinawi*

Binh Tran

Yifan Wan
Shenrui Wang*
Bellul Yohannes
Yuhan Zhang

* kK

* kK

* kK
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2025 Arts and Sciences Candidates

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Data Science

Ediale Christopher Akhidenor
Selina Suubi Katumba*
Vansh Saxena

Grace Diem Ngoc Tran

Mir Ali Zain

Economics

Liam Kieran Casserly*
Alexander Flores***
Joseph Bruce Formicola*
Tianyue Li

Divya Jyoti Rasaily**

Engineering
Ty Aidan De La Huerta

Environmental Science

Isabella Anais Iglesias
Lucinda Frances Mortimer

* kK

9 | COMMENCEMENT 2025

Kinesiology

Nathaniel Conrado Alvarez*
Helena Mia Barrios***

Lauren Josephine Apelin Cervantes
Andrea De La Cruz Palma
Samantha Anne Edwards**

Ashton James Koch Escobar
Vivianne Felker***
Dreycel Furman
Kaitlyn Annyee Lam
Aiden Jace LeFeat
Kennedy Moss***
Juliette Tsao--Ling Ng
Julia Grace Orth*
Benjamin Rincon

* kK

Physics
Nathan Richard Martuza*



2025 Arts and Sciences Candidates

GRADUATE DEGREES
MASTER OF ARTS

International Studies
Keith Lydell Baskerville, Jr.

Museum Studies

Zara Elisabeth Allen

Kelci Ryanna Lowery Bengier
Emali Susannah Brophy
Alanis Paola Calder Medina
Clementina A. Canava
Semra Dalkilic

Kristin Marie De Vivo
Patricia Azalea Diaz

Jason Javier Escobedo

Kilian Scott Fitzgerald
Jenniffer Alexandra Frye-Newman
Menaja Ganesh

Anyssa Miranda Govea
Stacia Renee Greer

Madison Grace Griggs
Nicholas Brian Guzman
Matthew James Howley

Kira S. Light

Robyn Anthony Mallery
Arturo Moreno, Jr.

Grant Josef Muller

Emerson Arlos Narciso
Isabel Rose Nelson

Hannah Michelle Perez
Melanie Christine Roller
Shaila Superable Salinas
Alyssa Renee Santos-Gonzalez
Ashley Reese Schroeder
Adrianna Jeanette Sharp
Catherine C. Sherman

Professional Communication

Cagla Bengi

vy Gates

Tasneem Khan

Herbert Mauricio Molina
Paul Nduoma Vincent
Annalee Louise Wolfe
Carol Renee Wong

Public Leadership

Corey D. Adams
Kathryn Bethany Bailey
Alexis Briseno Serrano
Adam Clary

Justin Michael Fillmon
Michael Edward Glynn
Gary John Goodwin
Nicholas Ryan Hanson
Michael James Hetrick
Rasmus Octavius James
Michael John O'Hara
Enid Randall

Erin Elizabeth Shuba
Hector Abel Soto
Terence Page Taylor
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2025 Arts and Sciences Candidates

GRADUATE DEGREES
MASTER OF SCIENCE

Applied Economics
Giri Ravi Tej Kilari
Biology

Dasha Hohlova

Computer Science

Likhitha Bezawada
Puranjai Garg

Arif Syraj

Seth Villavicencio

Data Science

Yan Naing Aung

Jarvin Birosel Bayona
Maxwell Jayden Guevarra
Andrew Hai Hoang

Ajay Raju Kallepalli
Shruti Kulkarni

Helen Lin

Daniel Camilo Mendoza Carbono
Chelyah Miller

Grant Tadashi Nitta
Peeyush Patel

Environmental Management

Guy Gutterman
Olivia Mays Regalia
Melina Kalei Shak

International and
Development Economics

Josephine Mwangala
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Sport Management

Zevin Bansal

Stephen Anthony Camarillo
Matthew James Carter
Carter Mondavi Chickering
Georgia Margaret Davey
Lucas de Bie

Megan Simone Dulaney
Jacob Caesar Evangelista
Joshua-Alexis Flores
Thishaanth Gnanaratnam
Logan Leax

Connor Robert Marohn
Sean Len McCullough
Adrian Baltazar Medina
John Isaias Melendrez
Diego Andres Mendez
Ethan Milner

Gabryll James Moreno
Sydney Nichole Politzer
Madeleine Nicole Reyno

Ramiro Andres Sanchez Pineda

Aryana Gina Senel
Brian J. Shih

Erick Anthony Solares
Kelsey Nicole Valle
Matthew Woods



2025 Arts and Sciences Candidates

GRADUATE DEGREES
PROFESSIONAL SCIENCE MASTERS

Biotechnology

Sarah Vijay Hingorani
Mavuon Ok
Meri Vardevanyan

COMMENCEMENT 2025| 12



Honors and Candidacy

UNDERGRADUATE COMMENCEMENT HONORS

University Honors
*Cum Laude ** Magna Cum Laude *** Summa Cum Laude

To be considered for University Honors, a candidate must have completed at least 60 credits of academic
course work graded “A” through “F" at the University of San Francisco and have a minimum USF grade
point average of:

*  3.85for Summa Cum Laude
*«  3.75for Magna Cum Laude
*  3.50 for Cum Laude

Candidacy

Candidacy for degrees and academic honors is based on a preliminary review of the academic records
of students petitioning for graduation in the respective term. Degrees and honors are considered official
when all grades are received and all requirements for degree fulfillment and/or honors are met. Some
students listed as candidates may already have been notified that they have met all requirements, but,
because of printing deadlines, are listed here as candidates.
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Commencement Speaker

DANIEL LURIE

MAYOR OF THE CITY AND
COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO

Daniel Lurie was born and raised in San Francisco. From his leadership at Tipping Point Community
to the Super Bowl 50 Host Committee, Daniel has a proven track record of public service and a
longstanding commitment to improving the lives of San Franciscans.

In 2005, Daniel founded Tipping Point Community - a pioneer in anti-poverty initiatives across the
Bay Area. Under his direction, Tipping Point raised over $500 million to house, employ, educate, and
support hundreds of thousands of Bay Area families. In his role as CEQ, Daniel steered $100 million
to the chronic homelessness initiative, the largest private investment to date in housing access in
San Francisco. Among the program'’s successes was a new financing model to construct permanent
supportive housing 50% faster and more affordably than the City had ever done before.

Former Mayor Ed Lee selected Daniel in 2013 to lead the San Francisco Bay Area Super Bowl 50
Host Committee, an effort that brought over $240 million in economic impact to the region. Over
a quarter of the funds from the event were then reinvested in programs serving Bay Area youth.
Following the devastating fires in the North Bay in 2017, Daniel and Tipping Point partnered with 90
Bay Area business and community leaders to organize Band Together - a benefit concert that raised
$17 million for those hardest hit by the deadly fires. In total, Tipping Point's Emergency Fire Relief
Fund raised over $34 million.

Daniel is a graduate of Duke University and obtained his Master's in Public Policy at UC Berkeley.
He lives in the City with his wife, Becca, and two school-aged children.
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Student Achievements

UNIVERSITY-WIDE AWARDS

Father Flynn Award

In memory of the Reverend Hubert Flynn, S.J., this
award is given to the senior who throughout their
entire undergraduate curriculum at the University
of San Francisco, has maintained the highest
average for scholarship, and is awarded to:

Jonah Louis Schafer
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Student Achievements

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES AWARDS

Academic Excellence Award
for Computer Science

Certificates, in recognition of exceptional
academic achievement, are awarded by the
faculty of the Department of Computer Science
to:

Ryan Fahimi

Pratha Jitendra Patil
Chandana Srinivas
Arya Srivastava

Award for Outstanding Service
to the Department of Computer
Science

A certificate and a plaque, given to a graduating
senior by the Computer Science Department
Faculty, in recognition of his/her outstanding
service and support to the department and its
students, are awarded to:

Arya Srivastava

Carol Chihara Award

A purse and certificate, in honor of Dr. Carol
Chihara, distinguished Professor Emeritus of
Biology, in recognition of outstanding academic
achievement in the Biology major, are awarded
to:

Jack Devon Akmakjian

Joshua John Guerrero Gorospe
Madeline Isabelle Gregor
Tanusri Gudavalli

Valerie Zoila Sandino-Murphy

Geraldine Lauro Service Award

An award, in honor of Dr. Geraldine Lauro,
whose USF career spans over 40 years and
who was instrumental in the growth of the
Department and the success of its students in
the Jesuit tradition, to a graduating Kinesiology
student who best exhibits an ongoing
commitment to service to the Department of
Kinesiology, the USF community, and/or Bay
Area communities, is awarded to:

Lauren Josephine Apelin Cervantes

Outstanding Communication
Studies Student Award

An inscription on the award plaque, in
recognition of exceptional academic
achievement and commitment to the field, is
awarded by the faculty of the Department of
Communication Studies to:

Joshua Don Gines Bascos
Yu Yan Tan

Undergraduate Speaker Finalists

Hady Tinawi
Jazmine Chanel Villarreal

Graduate Speaker Finalist

Hector Abel Soto
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Student Achievements

HONOR SOCIETIES

Alpha Kappa Delta International
Sociology Honor Society (AKA)

Alpha Kappa Delta is an international honor
society for Sociology majors. It is a democratic
organization dedicated to the study of social
phenomena for the promotion of human welfare.
Life membership is given to those students

who demonstrate excellent academic ability

and a commitment to the goals of the society.
The USF chapter (“Omega of California”) was
established in 1992. Graduating members are:

Rya Jean Amasol

Natalie Noemi Campos
Julia Marie Valentine Hill
Julia Elizabeth Olsen

Ella Xiao Maurer

Beta Beta Beta Biological
Honor Society (BBB)

Beta Beta Beta is a biological honor society

that emphasizes excellence in scholarship,
dissemination of scientific knowledge, and
promotion of biological research. The graduating
member is:

Tanusri Gudavalli

17 | COMMENCEMENT 2025

Lambda Pi Eta
Honor Society (AIIH)

Lambda Pi Eta is the Communication Studies
honor society of the National Communication
Association. The goals of Lambda Pi Eta are

to recognize and reward outstanding scholastic
achievement, to promote professional
development among Communication Studies
majors, and to establish and maintain close
relationships between Communication Studies
faculty and students. USF's chapter of Lambda
Pi Eta was founded in March 2000. Graduating
members are:

Renni-Natalya DiArianna Collins
Wendy Yingzi Lei

Alejandra Picos

Paige Elizabeth Reitz

Dillen Sydney Sampson

Yu Yan Tan

Chloe Kaitlyn Tong

Phi Alpha Theta
History Honor Society (PAG®)

Phi Alpha Theta is the national history honor
society whose mission is to promote the

study of history through the encouragement

of research, teaching, publication, and the
exchange of learning and ideas among
historians. Founded in 1921, it currently has over
275,000 members. Students who have shown
distinction in their study of history are invited to
join. The graduating member is:

Dhimta Chowdhary



HONOR SOCIETIES

Pi Mu Epsilon
Honor Society (IIME)

Founded May 25, 1914 at Syracuse University,
PME currently has over 350 chapters at colleges
and universities throughout the United States.
The purpose of the Society is to promote scholarly
activity in mathematics among the students in
academic institutions. Members are elected to
Pi Mu Epsilon based on outstanding achievement
in mathematics, and demonstrated success in all
academic endeavors. The graduating member is:

Selina Suubi Katumba

Psi Chi National
Honor Society (WX)

Psi Chi is a national honor society for Psychology
majors. Life membership is granted to those
students who, while demonstrating scholastic
achievement, also show an interest in the
development of psychology as a science and

as a profession. The USF chapter was established
in 1973. Graduating members are:

Nyla Emelyn Garcia
Mason Gollotto

Isabel Knight

Denice Arielle Mendoza
Natalia Paulik-Mendoza

Sigma Delta Pi
Honor Society (ZAIID)

Sigma Delta Pi is a national honorary society
that recognizes students for scholarly excellence
in Spanish Studies. The graduating member is:

Leonardo Perez Quintana

Student Achievements

Sigma Pi Sigma
Honor Society (ZIIX)

Sigma Pi Sigma exists to honor outstanding
scholarship in physics; to encourage interest in
physics among students at all levels; to promote
an attitude of service of its members towards
their fellow students, colleagues, and the public;
to provide a fellowship of persons who have
excelled in physics. The graduating member is:

Nathan Richard Martuza

Sigma Tau Delta
Honor Society (ZTA)

Lambda lota Tau, the USF chapter of the nationally
recognized Sigma Tau Delta, is an honors society
for English majors and minors. Sigma Tau Delta’s
central purpose is to confer distinction upon
students of the English language and literature

in undergraduate, graduate, and professional
studies. The group focuses on promoting cultural
stimulation on campus and fostering interest in
literature and the English language in the USF
community. Central to our mission is to uphold
all aspects of the discipline of English, including
literature, language, and writing; promoting
exemplary character and good fellowship among
our members; exhibiting high standards of academic
excellence; and serving society by advocating
literacy. Graduating members are:

Angela A. Hwang
Elizabeth Lucia Minh-Thu Strout
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Student Achievements

ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS

The Davies Forum

The Davies Forum was established by the late
Louise M. Davies of San Francisco in 1980 to
enhance the University's efforts to produce future
leaders dedicated to public service and committed
to ethical leadership. The continuing theme of
the Forum, “The Search for Values in Contemporary
America,” provides the USF community the
opportunity to examine the current state of
American society. Each semester, select
undergraduate students from all majors are
chosen to be Davies Scholars based on their
records of academic excellence, extracurricular
activities, personal integrity, and leadership
ability. Graduating students are:

Jorja Michelle Burbano
Sarah Di Savino

Lucinda Frances Mortimer
Sandra Ebeid Francis Safein
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Honors College Scholars

The Honors College provides exceptional
undergraduate students with a rigorous and
transformative education grounded in the arts
and humanities. Through interdisciplinary inquiry,
community engagement, and independent
research, Honors College Scholars broaden their
intellectual perspectives and develop a sense of
ethical responsibility as global citizens. Graduating
students are:

Anthony Ebro Chan
Demetrius Chatterjee
Michelle Daher Yaacoub
Joshua John Guerrero Gorospe
Angela A. Hwang

Selina Suubi Katumba
Kaitlyn Annyee Lam
Rebecca Leighann Little
Julia Elizabeth Olsen
Danna Elizabeth Parraga
Piper Rose Sparano
Hady Tinawi

Fania Marie Villarreal



ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS

Honors in Architecture

Students graduating with the Honors in
Architecture have completed advanced
coursework and a thesis project in the pursuit of
thoughtful, thorough and innovative solutions
which can make true contributions to their field.
The Honors thesis projects address issues of
social and/or environmental justice and
propose a solution to a unique socio-economic,
environmental or cultural design problem.
Projects are formally presented at the end of
the final semester and submitted to the
Library's Scholarly Repository. The graduating
students are:

Emilia Louise Bretaria

Bianca Maria Santa Maria Cantos
Taeber Hendrix

Akriti Karki

Jaden Allan Serrano-Candelaria
Regan Marie Wolff

Honors in Art History
and Museum Studies

Students completing the Art History & Museum
Studies Honors Concentration have excelled
well beyond the requirements for the major.
Students achieving this honor have a minimum
3.5 major GPA and have taken additional
advanced coursework in art history. They also
complete an independent senior thesis project
focusing on a current or historical issue within
the art history field relating to their academic
and future professional interests and deliver

a formal public talk on their research. The
graduating student is:

Brooke Rachel Bethune

Student Achievements

Honors in Biology

The Biology Honors Program provides superior
undergraduate students with opportunities

to conduct original, high caliber research in
preparation for graduate school, professional
training, or a position in an industrial or
government research laboratory. Eligible
students must maintain a 3.4 or higher major
GPA and a 3.2 or higher overall GPA, and must
complete a research project and written thesis
under the supervision of an Honors Thesis
Committee. Honors Program Students present a
departmental seminar on their research during
their last semester. The graduating students are:

Madeline Isabelle Gregor
Tanusri Gudavalli

Honors in International Studies

Students graduating with Honors in the Bachelor
of Arts in International Studies program have
gone beyond the program requirements in their
educational pursuits. In addition to achieving a
3.6 GPA in their major, students have participated
in an academic study abroad program, and served
as program and community leaders. As a
culmination of their academic career, each
student designed, researched, and completed
an honors thesis on a topic in International
Studies and gave a public presentation of their
research findings. The graduating students are:

Mariha Bukhari
Jorja Michelle Burbano
Jonah Louis Schafer
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Student Achievements

ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS

Honors in Politics

Recipients of Honors in Politics have demonstrably
exceeded all of the requirements for the Bachelor
of Arts in Politics. In addition to maintaining a
3.5 overall and major GPA, they have successfully
completed the Honors Thesis Seminar course
by writing and presenting an exemplary capstone
thesis. These students have also shown themselves
committed to leadership and service for others
in their communities. Politics Faculty recognizes
and congratulates the outstanding academic
performance of students who receive Honors

in Politics at the University of San Francisco.
The graduating students are:

Claire Renee Correia

Gabriella Nichole Fulton
Leonardo Perez Quintana
Isabela Cruzita Sandoval-Duran

Honors in Psychology

The Psychology Honors Program is an intensive
research experience that develops skills and
expertise necessary for graduate education

in psychology and other scientifically or
professionally oriented fields. Over the course of
two semesters, our Honors students completed
independent research projects, steering each
major phase of development through conception
to data collection, analysis and interpretation.
At the end of the program, each student gave

a public presentation of this scholarly work in

a professional scientific venue. The graduating
student is:

Bailey Andrew Rosengren
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Honors in Sociology

Students graduating with Honors in the
Bachelor of Arts in Sociology Program have
gone above and beyond the requirements of the
Sociology degree. In addition to achieving a 3.5
or above GPA in the major and a 3.2 or above
GPA overall, these students have completed a
rigorous two-semester honors thesis sequence
of courses; independently designed, researched,
and completed an honors thesis in their subject
of choice; and publicly presented their research
in two public forums. The graduating students are:

Sarah Di Savino
Julia Elizabeth Olsen
Rachel Rayon

Ana Julia Zurcher



ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS

Mellon Scholars Program

The Humanities Mellon Scholars (HMS)
program, funded by the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation, supports transfer students in
the study of the humanities, critical thinking,
and interdisciplinary inquiry. Selected
transfer students from the Foothill De Anza
Community College District and our other
partner institutions are invited to the HMS
program to enhance their education with
the study of the humanities and to engage

in internships, mentoring opportunities,

and community building at USF. Humanities
Mellon Scholars have played a critical role
in teaching USF faculty and staff more about
transfer experiences to USF and have been
incredible advocates for themselves and others.
Humanities Mellon Scholars also develop a
lifelong practice of inquiry that fosters deep
knowledge about the past and present, and
insight in imagining a more equitable future. The
graduating student is:

Arianna Janelle Pena

Student Achievements

Saint Ignatius Institute

The integrated, Catholic liberal arts curriculum of
the Saint Ignatius Institute is designed for those
students who desire both the solid foundation of
a Catholic liberal arts education and the academic
preparation necessary for a professional career.
The four-year program grounds the student in
the rich tradition of Christian humanism and is
based on the great books and authors of Western
Civilization. The graduating students are:

Raychelle Ann Rebosura Castillo
Selina Suubi Katumba

Denice Arielle Mendoza

Sandra Ebeid Francis Safein
Elizabeth Lucia Minh-Thu Strout
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T he colorful attire worn by the graduates, the faculty, and officers of the University on the
occasion of these Commencement Exercises has historic roots in medieval times. Dressed as
they are in cap and gown, the graduates and their professors form part of a long tradition which
dates back to Paris and Bologna, to Oxford and Cambridge in the days of their Catholic glory.

The precise origins of the several parts of the academic garb are not easy to discover. However,
since medieval students enjoyed the status of clerics during their university years, one is hardly far
wrong in asserting that their attire found its inspiration in the clerical dress of medieval times. The
gown seems to be an adaptation of the robe of friar or priest; the hood, of the monk'’s or friar's cowl;
and the mortarboard cap of today, the end product of curious evolution, recalls the skull cap of days
when tonsured heads needed protection against the drafts of medieval classrooms.

Academic attire began to appear quite generally on United States campuses in the late 1890s.
Since that time, its use has become universal for solemn university functions, and its pattern highly
uniform.

THE GOWN

The gowns are three in number and styling. That of the bachelor is a yoked, closed-front garment,
with long, pointed sleeves; that of the master is cut to be worn open front, its sleeves are long and
closed, slit cut just above the elbow to allow the forearm to protrude; the gown of the doctor is also
worn open and has full bell-shaped sleeves. Only the doctor's gown is trimmed—with velvet panels
down the front and three velvet bars on each sleeve.

Though black velvet is proper trimming for all doctor gowns, the color and material of the panels
and sleeve bars is often varied in order to indicate the faculty which granted the wearer’s degree;
dark blue for Philosophy (pHD); light blue for Education (Epp); white for Arts and Letters (LITTD);
gold-yellow for Science (scp); orange for Engineering (ENGD, DCE); purple for Law (LLD, DCL, JD, JUD,
Jcp); green for Medicine (MD); scarlet for Theology (sTp, DD).

THE HOOD

The hood at first seems to have been worn over the head and was attached to the gown. When the
skull cap was introduced, the hood was retained, but detached and worn much as it is today. Each
degree (bachelor, master, doctor) has a right to a hood, which varies in length and, in the case of the
doctor's, also in pattern. The bachelor's hood is three feet long; the master's hood, three and
one-half; the doctor’s hood, four, with wide panels on either side.

The color or colors with which the hood is lined are those of the college or university that granted
the wearer's degree-for example, the University of San Francisco is known by the gold chevron on
the field of Kelly green. The colored velvet binding or edging of the hood, in different widths for
bachelor, master, doctor, is a key to the faculty granting the degree. The velvet colors include white
for Arts, gold-yellow for Science, drab for Business, apricot for Nursing, light blue for Education,
royal blue for Nonprofit Administration, peacock blue for Public Administration, scarlet for Theology,
purple for Law, and so forth.

THE CAP

The mortar board has become the universally accepted style in United States colleges and universities.
Many European institutions still retain distinctive forms of academic headdress—for example, the
University of London’s tam-o-shanter cap.

The doctor, following graduation, has the right to wear a gold tassel on the mortar board; black,
however, is perfectly proper and perhaps more common.
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