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PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 

 

Member of the California State Bar, United States Supreme Court Bar, Ninth Circuit Court of 

Appeals Bar, the Central District of California Bar, and the Northern District of California Bar.  

Co-Chair of the American Bar Association’s Ethics, Gideon & Professionalism Committee. 

Member of the American Bar Association’s Criminal Justice Council (2017-2020), Member of 

the ABA Criminal Justice Section Women’s Task Force (2019-2021), Reporter for the ABA’s 

Ethics and Forensics Task Force (2019-2020).  Board Member, Loyola Law School Project for 

the Innocent.  Board Member, Re:Store Justice.  Incoming Board Member, Healing Justice. 

 

EDUCATION 

 

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW, New York, NY 

J.D. Degree, May 2000, cum laude 

Honors:  New York University Law Review, Articles Editor 

  Paul D. Kaufman Memorial Award, Recipient, best Note 

 

COLUMBIA COLLEGE, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, New York, NY 

B.A. Degree in English Literature and American History, May 1996, cum laude 

        

NEWNHAM COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY, Cambridge, U.K. 

In junior year of college, studied English literature under the tutorial system. 

 

EMPLOYMENT 

 

UNIVERSITY OF SAN FRANCISCO SCHOOL OF LAW, San Francisco, CA, 2017-Present 

Associate Professor of Law 

Director of the Criminal and Juvenile Justice Clinic and the Racial Justice Clinic 

Teach seminar on criminal justice and ethical advocacy.  Supervise students litigating 

misdemeanor cases and return of property cases in San Francisco Superior Court, school 

disciplinary cases on high school and college campuses, youthful offender parole hearings at San 

Quentin, and assist in a death penalty case.  In the spring of 2019, will teach a 1L criminal 

procedure class. 

 

WRITER AND ATTORNEY, San Francisco, CA, September 2015-June 2017 

Adjunct Professor at the University of San Francisco School of Law (teaching Advanced Legal 

Writing for the Media and the Courtroom).  

Criminal Defense Practitioner and Contributing Writer for Slate.   

Author: Rectify: The Power of Restorative Justice After Wrongful Conviction (Beacon 2018).   

 

LOYOLA LAW SCHOOL, Los Angeles, CA, June 2012-August 2015 

http://www.larabazelon.com/
http://ssrn.com/author=1495837


Visiting Associate Clinical Professor, 2012-2015 

Director, Loyola Law School Project for the Innocent, 2013-2015 

Taught Wrongful Convictions Seminar, supervised clinic students, investigated and litigated 

cases involving claims of wrongful conviction in state and federal court. 

 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA HASTINGS COLLEGE OF THE LAW, San Francisco, CA, June 2010-

June 2012 

Civil Justice Clinical Fellow, 2010-2012 

Completed a two-year fellowship that involved co-teaching the Individual Representation 

Seminar and supervising six students per semester litigating a range of civil cases. 

 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA HASTINGS COLLEGE OF THE LAW, San Francisco, CA, August 

2009-May 2010 

Instructor, 2009-2010 

Taught Legal Writing & Research in the fall 2009 and Moot Court in the spring 2010. 

 

OFFICE OF THE FEDERAL PUBLIC DEFENDER, Los Angeles, CA, 2001-2008 

Deputy Federal Public Defender, 2001-2008 

Defended indigent clients facing federal felony and misdemeanor charges in the Central District 

of California.   

 

HONORABLE HARRY PREGERSON, NINTH CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS, Woodland Hills, CA, 

2000-2001 

Law Clerk, 2000-2001 Term 

 

HONORS: 

 

MacDowell Colony Writer-in-Residence (March-April 2016) 

 

Mesa Refuge Writer-in-Residence and Jacob & Valeria Langeloth Criminal Justice Fellow (June 

2017) 

 

Non-resident Senior Fellow at Brandeis University’s Schuster Institute for Investigative 

Journalism (2016-2018)  

 

BOOK: 

 

Rectify: The Power of Restorative Justice After Wrongful Conviction (Beacon 2018)  

 

LAW REVIEW ARTICLES and BOOK CHAPTERS 

 

Ending Innocence Denying (forthcoming 47 Hofstra Law Review ___ (2019) 

 

Ethics in Criminal Advocacy: Professional Development, Equal Justice, and Specialized 

Practice, Chapter 11 in The American Bar Association’s State of Criminal Justice (2017 ed.) 

 



 

The Long Goodbye:  After the Innocence Movement, Does the Attorney Client Relationship Ever 

End? 106 Journal of Crime & Criminology 681 (2016) 

 

Ethics in Criminal Advocacy: Professional Development, Equal Justice, and Specialized 

Practice, Chapter 9 in The American Bar Association’s State of Criminal Justice (2016 ed.)  

 

For Shame:  The Public Humiliation of Prosecutors by Judges to Correct Wrongful Convictions, 

29 Georgetown Journal of Legal Ethics 305 (2016) 

 

Hard Lessons:  The Role of Law School Clinics in Addressing Prosecutorial Misconduct, 16 

Berkeley J. Crim. L. 388 (2011) 

 

Putting the Mice in Charge of the Cheese:  Why Federal Judges Cannot Always Be Trusted To 

Police Themselves and What Congress Can Do About It, 97 Ky. L.J. 439 (2009) 

 

Exploding the Superpredator Myth:  Why Infancy is the Best Defense in the Modern Juvenile 

Court, 75 N.Y.U. Law Review 159 (2000).  Recipient, Paul D. Kaufman Memorial Award for 

best student Note. 

  

JOURNALISM/ESSAYS/OP-EDs 

 

New York Times 

 

Kamala Harris Was Not a “Progressive Prosecutor,” New York Times, January 17, 2019, 

available at https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/17/opinion/kamala-harris-criminal-justice.html 

 

I’m a Democrat and a Feminist and I Support Betsy Devos’s Title IX Reforms, New York Times, 

December 4, 2018, available at https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/04/opinion/-title-ix-devos-

democrat-feminist.html 

 

Man Up Grassley. Question Blasey Ford Yourself, New York Times, Sept. 24, 2018, available at 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/24/opinion/christine-blasey-ford-brett-kavanaugh-senate-

judiciary-hearings.html 

 

After #MeToo Comes the Courts, New York Times, Jan. 3, 2018, available at 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/03/opinion/after-metoo-comes-to-the-courts.html 

 

California’s Sexual Assault Law Will Hurt Black Kids, New York Times, September 22, 2017, 

available at https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/22/opinion/california-sexual-assault-law-

blacks.html?action=click&pgtype=Homepage&clickSource=story-heading&module=opinion-c-

col-left-region&region=opinion-c-col-left-region&WT.nav=opinion-c-col-left-region&_r=0 

 

I Didn’t Want Co-Sleeping to End, New York Times, July 13, 2018, available at 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/13/opinion/sunday/co-sleeping-with-toddlers.html 

 



Who Said Game of Thrones Wasn’t For Kids? NY Times, Dec. 11, 2015, available at 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/13/fashion/who-said-game-of-thrones-wasnt-for-

kids.html?_r=0 

 

From Divorce, A Fractured Beauty, NY Times, Sept. 27, 2015, available at 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/27/fashion/from-divorce-a-fractured-beauty.html?_r=0 

 

Washington Post 

 

Colleges Should Change How They Handle Sexual Assault, Washington Post, July 27, 2017, 

available at https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/colleges-should-change-how-they-

handle-sexual-assault/2017/07/27/8fbf9fde-721d-11e7-9eac-d56bd5568db8_story.html 

 

Atlantic 

 

What It Takes to be a Trial Lawyer if You’re Not a Man, Atlantic (September 2018), available at 

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/09/female-lawyers-sexism-

courtroom/565778/ 

 

Slate  

 

Christine Blasey Ford’s Memory of her Assault Isn’t a Case of Mistaken Identity (with Jennifer 

Thompson), Slate, October 17, 2018, available at https://slate.com/news-and-

politics/2018/10/brett-kavanaugh-christine-blasey-ford-mistaken-identity.html 

 

The Kavanaugh Hearings Have Demonstrated How Desperately America Needs Restorative 

Justice, Slate, October 2, 2018, available at https://slate.com/news-and-

politics/2018/10/kavanaugh-hearings-restorative-justice-christine-blasey-ford.html 

 

Should the Movement to Oust Bad Prosecutors Go After Judges Next? Slate, June 1, 2018, 

available at https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2018/06/the-criminal-justice-reform-movement-

comes-for-the-san-francisco-judiciary.html 

 

The Innocence Deniers, Slate, January 10, 2018, available at https://slate.com/news-and-

politics/2018/01/innocence-deniers-prosecutors-who-have-refused-to-admit-wrongful-

convictions.html 

 

Seventeen Cases of Denied Innocence, Slate, January 10, 2018, available at 

https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2018/01/innocence-deniers-seventeen-cases-of-prosecutors-

fighting-exoneration.html 

 

Confessions of a Part-Time Mom, Slate, June 13, 2017, available at 

http://www.slate.com/articles/life/family/2017/06/divorce_and_shared_custody_suits_me_and_it

_suits_my_kids_too.html 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/13/fashion/who-said-game-of-thrones-wasnt-for-kids.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/13/fashion/who-said-game-of-thrones-wasnt-for-kids.html?_r=0
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/colleges-should-change-how-they-handle-sexual-assault/2017/07/27/8fbf9fde-721d-11e7-9eac-d56bd5568db8_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/colleges-should-change-how-they-handle-sexual-assault/2017/07/27/8fbf9fde-721d-11e7-9eac-d56bd5568db8_story.html


Will John Roberts Save the Supreme Court From Donald Trump?, Slate, Nov. 21, 2016, 

available at 

http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2016/11/will_john_roberts_save_

the_supreme_court_from_donald_trump.html  

 

Pennsylvania’s Shame: Poorly Trained Police.  Underpaid Defense Attorneys.  No Support for 

the Wrongfully Convicted.  How Did The State’s Criminal Justice System Fail So Profoundly? 

Slate, Oct, 12, 2016, available at 

http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2016/10/how_did_pennsylvania_

s_criminal_justice_system_fail_this_profoundly.html 

 

Exes and O’s:  On Figuring Out The Best Name For The Father Of My Children, Slate, June 16, 

2016, available at 

http://www.slate.com/articles/life/family/2016/06/on_what_to_call_your_ex.html 

 

For Shame:  The Criminal Justice System Encourages Prosecutors To Get Convictions By Any 

Means Necessary—And To Stand By Even The Most Questionable Convictions.  Can One 

Crusading Court Stop the Lying and the Cheating? Slate, Apr. 7, 2016, available at 

http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2016/04/alex_kozinski_and_the_

ninth_circuit_s_crusade_against_prosecutorial_misconduct.html 

 

Justice After Injustice:  What Happens After A Wrongfully Convicted Person is Exonerated And 

The Witness Finds Out She Identified the Wrong Man, Slate, Sept. 30, 2015, available at 

http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2015/09/restorative_justice_for_f

alse_convictions_crime_victims_and_exonerated_convicts.html. 

 

Life After Exoneration:  When An Innocent Person Is Finally Set Free, Its No Fairy Tale, Slate, 

May 7, 2015, available at 

http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2015/05/exoneration_for_the_wr

ongfully_convicted_innocence_project_lawyer_says_life.html. 

 

Scalia’s Embarrassing Question:  Innocence Is Not Enough to Get You Out of Prison, Slate, 

March 11, 2015, available at 

http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2015/03/innocence_is_not_cause

_for_exoneration_scalia_s_embarrassing_question_is.html. 

 

Eyewitness Testimony Condemned Our Client To 34 Years in Prison. How Could We Show It 

Was False?  Slate, Dec. 17, 2013, available at  

http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2013/12/the_exoneration_of_kas

h_register_and_the_problem_of_false_eyewitness_testimony.html. 

 

The Oatmeal Exchange:  Seven Ways to Get Through a Divorce When You Have Small Children, 

Slate, Feb. 16, 2016, available at 

http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/family/2016/02/getting_through_divorce_with_small_ch

ildren.html 

 

http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2016/10/how_did_pennsylvania_s_criminal_justice_system_fail_this_profoundly.html
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http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2015/09/restorative_justice_for_false_convictions_crime_victims_and_exonerated_convicts.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2015/05/exoneration_for_the_wrongfully_convicted_innocence_project_lawyer_says_life.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2015/05/exoneration_for_the_wrongfully_convicted_innocence_project_lawyer_says_life.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2013/12/the_exoneration_of_kash_register_and_the_problem_of_false_eyewitness_testimony.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2013/12/the_exoneration_of_kash_register_and_the_problem_of_false_eyewitness_testimony.html


Politico Magazine. 

 

Stephen Reinhardt: The Liberal Judge with a Fighting Spirit, December 30, 2018, 

https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2018/12/30/stephen-reinhardt-obituary-federal-judge-

2018-223311 

 

This is What a Wrongful Conviction Does to a Family, Politico Magazine, November 11, 2018, 

available at https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2018/11/11/wrongful-convictions-family-

criminal-justice-222409 

 

How to See Justice Done on Campus Sexual Assault, Politico Magazine, September 8, 2017, 

available at http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/09/08/devos-campus-sexual-assault-

how-to-get-it-right-215585?lo=ap_c1 

 

The Landmark Sexual Assault Case You’ve Probably Never Heard Of, Politico Magazine, April 

18, 2017, available at http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/04/sexual-assault-title-ix-

trump-california-san-diego-215037 

 

Is 2016 a Watershed Moment for Women? Politico Magazine, Oct. 13, 2016, available at 

http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2016/10/2016-sexual-assault-allegations-watershed-

moment-for-women-214355 

 

Put Away the Pitchforks Against Judge Persky, Politico Magazine, August 8, 2016, available at 

http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2016/08/recall-judge-persky-stanford-rapist-brock-

turner-courts-214145 

 

What Bill Cosby and the Confederate Flag Have In Common, Politico Magazine, July 7, 2015, 

available at http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/07/what-bill-cosby-and-the-

confederate-flag-have-in-common-119817. 

 

The Good Prosecutor:  Locking Up the Guilty is Only Part of the Job, Politico Magazine, March 

24, 2015, available at http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/03/good-prosecutors-

116362.html#.Vaaq2YvZpUR 

 

Los Angeles Times 

 

Publish Californians for the Crimes They’ve Committed, Not For Murders They Didn’t Do, 

August 20, 2018 (co-authored with Kate Chatfield) http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-

chatfield-bazelon-felony-murder-reform-20180820-story.html 

 

American Prospect 

 

Redemption for Offenders and Victims: A New Variation on an Age Old Tradition Helps 

Criminal Defendants Redeem Their Lives Far More Effectively Than Prison Does, Jan. 17, 2018, 

American Prospect, available at http://prospect.org/article/redemption-offenders-and-victims 

 

https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2018/12/30/stephen-reinhardt-obituary-federal-judge-2018-223311
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http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-chatfield-bazelon-felony-murder-reform-20180820-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-chatfield-bazelon-felony-murder-reform-20180820-story.html
http://prospect.org/article/redemption-offenders-and-victims


DeVos Has Rescinded Campus Sexual Assault Guidelines.  What Now? American Prospect, 

October 10, 2017, available at http://prospect.org/article/devos-has-rescinded-college-sexual-

assault-guidelines-what-now 

 

San Bernardino Sun 

 

Michael Ramos is a Roadblock to Justice, June 3, 2018, https://www.pe.com/2018/06/01/district-

attorney-michael-ramos-is-a-roadblock-to-justice/ 

 

San Francisco Chronicle 

 

Parenting in the Era of Donald Trump, S.F. Chronicle, Dec. 27, 2016, available at 

http://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/openforum/article/Parenting-in-the-era-of-Donald-Trump-

10821208.php 

 

San Franciscans Left Out in the Cold When It Comes To Style, S.F Chronicle, Sept. 8, 2016, 

available at http://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/openforum/article/San-Franciscans-left-out-in-

the-cold-when-it-9211322.php 

 

Juvenile Justice Information Exchange 

 

Oakland Demonstrates Right Way to Use Restorative Justice with Teens, JJIE, January 3, 2019, 

available at https://jjie.org/2019/01/03/oakland-demonstrates-right-way-to-use-restorative-

justice-with-teens/ 

 

Fusion 

 

Locker Room Talk Is A Real World Threat, and the Porngate Scandal is Proof, Fusion, Dec. 15, 

2016, available at http://fusion.net/story/375976/porngate-pennsylvania-locker-room-talk-trump/ 
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